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Circular to families re social media security  
 

We are aware home computer security can be by-passed with children accessing social media accounts without their family’s 
permission.  We provide this information so you can check your home accounts are safe with your children accessing the 
internet as per your boundaries. 
In addition to this as we move into the school holidays we provide for families the following information that we teach explicitly 
at school so all have a safe holiday break.  
 
Social Media access: Facebook's Statement of Rights and Responsibilities require users of the social network to be at least 
13 years old (and even older, in some jurisdictions). Providing a false age to access this is illegal. The 13 year age limit was 
set as this is the age information (eg behaviours, interests, addresses etc) can be legally collected from social media accounts 
without the permission of parents and guardians. It does not mean all accessing at this age have the skills to manage social 
media accounts. We recommend if you chose for your child to engage in social media that close supervision occurs.  
 
Net safety: Dr Kirsty Goodwin who last year delivered local training for families around internet safety recommends down time 
(ie time away from screens) as research consistently tells us children have seven, basic developmental priorities 
(relationships, building language skills, sleep, play, physical activity, nutrition and thinking/behaviour regulation skills) that 
ensure their optimal development. It’s critical screen-time doesn’t displace opportunities for these basic needs to be met. Her 
formula for calculating healthy amounts of screen-time is: 24 hours – sleep* – physical activity* – time for 5 other 
basic developmental needs = time available for screen-time.  See sleep recommendations  (reverse of circular) 
She also recommends the use of a net safety screen such as Family Zone https://www.familyzone.com/au/  
 
Phones are not required at school: If families choose for their children to bring a phone to school all are reminded that: 
• R-6 student’s phones must be given to the teacher to be kept in a safe space for the day. Phones kept elsewhere are at a 

student’s risk of loss.  
• Years 7-9 students are not permitted to have phones in classrooms/learning situations. 
• Years 10 -12 students are not permitted to use phones class without the teacher’s direct permission. Apart from these 

times phones must be out of sight or in the phone ‘car park’.  
 

All students if asked to hand over their phone MUST do so. It will be safely stored in the Front office for collection at a time 
their teacher allocates with the family informed of misuse of the phone.  
The taking of photos and filming others requires permission (from student’s families), as does posting on social media (even 
students in the background with their back to the camera). Images taken at school can only be posted according to parent 
permissions.  
When students are in school uniform they represent the school and our values and misuse of electronic devices is considered 
seriously by the school community.  
As a school, we must ensure all social media posts meet legal boundaries. Students and their families sign a cyber-safety 
agreement for the use of ICT at school on enrolment, indicating responsible and legal use of electronic information and 
devices.  All are accountable to this with consequences surrounding misuse.   
We ask families to be aware of the above so wise and safe decisions are made by all. Attached is the Department’s brochure 
regarding cyber-safety which provides greater information about this area.  
Have a great break and we look forward to school returning on Monday 30 April for a rich term of learning, 
Cheers 
 

 
 
Debbie Terrett  

http://www.facebook.com/terms.php
https://www.familyzone.com/au/
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